School Councils and Fundraising Societies Comparison

	
	School Council 
	Society

	Authority
	School Council can only do what the School Act allows
	Societies can do anything within the Societies Act 

	Responsibilities
	Defined by the School Act 
	Defined by the Societies Act 

	
	Defined in the School Councils Regulation
	Defined in the society’s objects and bylaws

	Accountability
	School Councils are ethically accountable to the school community
	Societies are legally and ethically accountable to their members. The Board of Directors has legal responsibilities


	
	School Councils can change their operating procedures (bylaws) as defined by the procedures in those operating procedures (bylaws) without further authorization
	Societies can change their objects or bylaws by specific procedures outlined in their bylaws and in the Societies Act, with final approval given by Corporate Registry


	
	Accurate minutes, reports, records are available to the public.
	Accurate minutes, reports, records are available to Society members.

	
	Subject to Personal Information Protection Act (PIPA not FOIP)
	Subject to Personal Information Protection Act (PIPA not FOIP)

	Reporting
	School Councils Regulation requires a report be filed by September 30th with the School Board


	Society’s Annual Report is due yearly the month following the incorporation date anniversary. I.e.: Incorporated in August 1992, report due yearly in September

	
	School Council’s Report includes the activities of the previous school year and financial statements detailing money collected and spent by the School Council in the previous school year
	Society’s Annual Report, filed with Corporate Registries, includes the specifics of the Board of Directors and an audited financial statement

	
	
	Societies licensed by AGLC must complete AGLC issued financial reports specific to their gaming activities in order to maintain their license

	
	School Council 
	Society

	Operation
	Utilize school building and resources for duties as per the School Act
	May request of principal permission to use school building and resources for duties

	
	Establish as per the School Act and hold Annual General Meetings to ensure leadership is elected
	Establish as per the Societies Act and hold Annual General meetings to ensure leadership is elected

	
	May maintain bank accounts, or may ask the school to track financial transactions or may not handle funds
	Maintain bank accounts and signing authorities

	
	Orient members and general school community to their purpose and duties
	Orient members to their duties and purpose; may extend to general community

	
	Hold regular meetings to discuss relevant issues, plan activities and gather input
	Hold regular meetings to discuss relevant issues, plan activities and gather input

	
	Discuss and decide matters of policy, priorities and operations
	Discuss and decide matters of policy, priorities and operations

	
	Coordinate/follow through on activities as planned
	Coordinate/follow through on activities as planned

	
	Provide for 2-way communication with school community
	Request permission of principal for 2-way communication with members and school community

	
	Build strong working relationships with others in the school community
	Build strong working relationships with others in the school community

	
	Provide advice and parental perspective on matters related to the school
	Provide funding, upon approval of members, to the school, School Council, or others as requested

	
	Liability for legislated duties and activities is held by the School Board - School Board insurance is sufficient
	Liability for duties and activities is held by the Society – private insurance is recommended/required
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