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What exactly does a School Trustee do?  
Trustees are elected by their communities for a 4-year term, which coincides with municipal 
elections. 
We are governors.  We oversee the finances and 3- Year Education Plan that our School Division 
is responsible to the government for.  
We are employers.  While we have many employees, the School Board has direct supervision of 
only the Superintendent.  
When decisions are required concerning student or staff matters, we occasionally act as judge.  
We are the local advocate for our region at not only the School Board table but at the provincial 
level alongside fellow Trustees and MLA’s. 
 
For the 2019 /20 School year, our board has elected Trustee Jennifer Tuininga (Barrhead North) 
to serve as Chair and Trustee Wendy Scinski (Westlock Town) as vice chair. 
Our areas of focus for this school year: 

 Align policies and procedures with the new Education Act 
 Secure a service agreement for Alberta Distance Learning Centre (ADLC) 
 Consider the reality of shrinking reserves and declining enrolment — from 1995 to 2019, 

enrolment has dropped 1,602 students (30%). This has had a tremendous impact on our schools 
and student programs 

 Review of the number of trustees on the board 

School board 2019-20 budget                                                                                                           
Delayed release of the provincial budget has required the school board to adopt their 2019-20 
budget based on assumptions including: 

 Declining enrolment of approx. 2% resulting in $284,000 less revenue 
 Removal of Classroom Improvement Funding (CIF) resulting in $843,600 less revenue 
 Elimination of nutrition funding resulting in $166,000 less revenue (Government has just 

announced this will be continuing for 2019/20- to be reflected in Fall budget update) 
 Continuation of the School fee reduction grant worth $405,650 
 Cost of provincial agreement with the teachers, not including salaries, is $371,750 

 

The combined 2019-20 budget expenses for PHPS and ADLC is $80.67M.  

Board revises priorities for 2019-22 
After considering the results of the 2019 Pembina Hills Satisfaction Survey, the board revised 
the priority statements, placing greater emphasis on the importance of student-teacher 
relationships. The priorities for next year are: 



 Student-Teacher Relationships — Positive relationships between students and teachers are the 
foundation upon which we build students’ resilience, confidence and mental well-being 

 Literacy and Numeracy — Literacy and numeracy are critical for student achievement in all 
areas of the curriculum 

 Support for Staff — Teaching a diverse student population through purposeful inclusion and 
strategic implementation of effective practices, requires a collaborative and effective staff 

Legal Name Change Brought Opportunity to Synchronize Names                                          
Recently, the province changed our division’s legal name from “Pembina Hills Regional Division 
No. 7” to “Pembina Hills School Division”. Trustees passed a motion to change the division’s 
communication name “Pembina Hills Public Schools” to the new legal name “Pembina Hills 
School Division” with an objective of removing confusion caused by having two names. Our 
communication and legal names are now in sync. Our branded items will be changed over as 
they are replaced. 

 
Board News in Local Newspapers 
We are excited to share school board news with our local communities. To reach out to our 
families and communities, we will continue to publish a summary of each board meeting in the 
Barrhead Leader, Westlock News, and Swan Hills Grizzly Gazette. We welcome your feedback 
on the board news. Contact any of our trustees to share your thoughts. 
 
Buses will not run in -40°C or colder 
The division has added temperature as a condition for cancellation of bus runs — a bus run will 
not operate when the temperature is minus 40 degrees Celsius (-40°C) or colder at the start of a 
route. Windchill will not be considered as a factor. 
Because weather conditions vary across the division, individual drivers are required to monitor 
temperatures and communicate with the Transportation Director when the temperature 
reaches -40°C or colder. Individual bus drivers will continue to make the decision on whether 
their bus will run during other inclement weather. 
As always, bus drivers will contact parents when runs are cancelled. School bus route 
reports are also updated daily on the division website. For more information, parents may refer 
to Administrative Procedure 70-101 Emergency School Closing. 
 
Board appoints interim representative following Swan Hills Trustee resignation 
Trustee Nancy Keough recently resigned from her position as trustee for the Swan Hills Ward. 
The board discussed whether to fill the vacancy with a by-election. As part of the 2019-2020 
school year, the board has also committed to a review of the electoral wards, which could 
reduce the number of trustees that represent the division. 
Therefore, the board has decided not to hold a by-election to fill the vacancy, pending the 
results of the ward review. What does this mean? First, the board will hold the ward review, 
which will include consultations with our communities. Following the decisions of the ward 
review, the board will revisit the trustee vacancy that currently exists. 

https://www.phpschools.ca/school-board/your-school-trustees/
https://www.phpschools.ca/transportation/bus-route-status-report/
https://www.phpschools.ca/transportation/bus-route-status-report/
https://www.phpschools.ca/our-division/documents/70-101-inclement-weather/


In the interim, Trustee Kerry McElroy will be the board representative for school council 
meetings and events associated with Swan Hills School. Representation on the other 
committees that former Trustee Keough was appointed to will be decided at the October 23, 
2019 Regular Board Meeting. 
 
Citizenship Award Reminder 
Nominations for PHPS Citizenship Awards are accepted until May 10th for this school year. Fill 
out your nomination form online or print and send in a paper copy.  Anyone can nominate a 
student whom they feel is deserving. 

School Board Meetings 
The public is welcome to attend our school board meetings. The next school board meeting is 
tomorrow, October 23rd, 2019 at Pibroch Hutterite Colony beginning at 9:30 a.m. 
 

I invite you to contact me with any questions, comments, concerns or good news stories you may have! 
Please remember to enter your email address on our division website to stay current on all 

announcements and information from Pembina Hills Public Schools! 
 

Jackie Carson 

School Trustee- Westlock South 
Jackie.Carson@pembinahills.ca    780-914-0592 C 
Follow me on Facebook: Jackie Carson- Pembina Hills School Division Trustee 
 

mailto:Jackie.Carson@pembinahills.ca

